
Hopkinton Conservation Commission 

October 16, 2012 Meeting, 1930 EDT at Harold Martin School  
     DRAFT 
Chairman Owen called the meeting to order at 1938 EDT. 
Present were: Derek Owen, Jed Merrow, Lee Wilder, Ron Klemarczyk, and Rob Knight.  
Guests: Cleveland Kapala and Doug Giles 

1. Minutes of 09/18/12 were approved as written. 
2. Cleve and Doug were introduced by Chairman Owen as potential new HCC members 

and/or alternate members. (HCC member Tim White is moving.)   Discussion and 
conversations with both guests followed.  They stayed for most of the rest of the meeting 
to learn what issues we are currently working on. 

3. Japanese Knotweed at the Rollins Road entrance to the Hawthorne Town Forest was 
recently sprayed (3rd spraying to date?) by Prescott Towle.  His bill for $200 was voted 
for payment.  

4. Lee will monitor conservation easements for the Janeway, Hawthorne and Brockway lots 
for 2012. 

5. Jed Merrow reports that the culvert inventory is still in progress. Lee and Jed will finish 
missing culverts.  Jed hopes to get all report forms and photo’s organized soon.   

6. Derek had given Jed the June, July, August and September 2012 HCC Budget copies.  
Jed reviewed HCC transactions for us.  All seems fine.  Jed will attend Town Budget 
Meeting and explain to Selectmen / Budget Committee. 

7. Ron said the Open Space Committee is still working on a layout of “missing sections” in 
a trail system around Hopkinton Village. 

8. New HCC Boundary line markers will be erected on Town Conservation lot corners with 
(HCC) red blazes along property lines. We discussed the next step in the project – 
erecting the markers and upgrading the blazes.  Lee has checked with the Hopkinton Boy 
Scouts and was told that perhaps one or two scouts would like to help. Project timeline 
will depend on member schedules and weather.  Rob bought Al nails for boundary line 
marker signs.  It was voted to reimburse him for said purchase. 

9. Ron will discuss a possible Conservation Parcel at the junction of the Blackwater and 
Contoocook River with the selectmen. 

10. Lee has been working with Gary Brundrett, Audubon Site Coordinator for Smith Pond 
Bog (SPB).  Work needing to be done, was discussed.  First project is to lower the beaver 
water level.  Currently water behind the beaver dam is so high that trails are 
flooded/impassable and board walks are flooded and no longer aligned.  Through the use 
of a 12” plastic culvert pipe, from the Town road agent, Jed and Lee have gotten the 
water level down about 12”.  Once the water level is such that the trails are dry, trail and 
boardwalk repairs are next.  Future off highway parking at SPB was also discussed.   

11. Derek circulated misc. mailings he has received. The 2012 NHACC meeting is Nov. 3, 
2012.  Lee offered to attend for HCC. 

12. DES sent a notice for Wayne Clark on Briar Hill to start a logging operation, providing 
wetland stipulations are met. 

13. Ron reports that the Open Space Committee has been investigating a canoe / kayak 
launch at Bohanan Farm conservation land.   

14. With the moving of Tim White and a need for an alternate HCC member, it was decided 
that Derek will present the Selectmen with the names of Doug Giles as alternate and 
Cleve Kapala as member.  

Meeting adjourned at 2113 EDT.  Next meeting is Tuesday November 27, 2012 at 1930 EST @ 

HMS.  Ron is host.  Thanks to Rob for delicious homemade pumpkin pie (from REAL 
pumpkins) and fresh cider. 
Lee Wilder, HCC Secretary 


